
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________           
Grade 6     Lesson 10 

   
Use the article titled “Children of the Midnight Sun: Young Native Voices of Alaska” by Tricia 
Brown on pages 280-291 in your student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                      
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. What main idea of “Children of the Midnight Sun: Young Native Voices of Alaska” is 
supported by paragraphs 2 through 5 on page 288? Use two details from the article to 
support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
__________________________________________  

 
2. What is the meaning of the word “skiff” as it is used in line 4 under the title Selina 

Tolson Haida on page 282? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Use the article titled “Children of the Midnight Sun: Young Native Voices of Alaska” by Tricia 
Brown on pages 280-291 in your student reader to answer the question below. 
                                                       
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 
 

3.  Why does the author compare the customs of Selina and Josh’s tribes in the article?  

How does the author develop ways that the tribes preserve their heritages and customs?  

 

In your response be sure to  

 compare the customs of Selina and Josh’s tribes 

 explain how the tribes preserve their heritages and customs 

 use details from the article to support your response 

 



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.5.2 
RI.5.2   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 
 
Stem Used:  What main idea of [passage] is supported by paragraphs # through #? Use two 
details from the text to support your answer.     
 
pp. 280-291 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

The main idea supported by paragraphs 2 through 5 on page 288 is that the Native tribes 
continue to preserve their heritage and live off the land.  Klukawn is described as a beautiful and 
bountiful place to live and the reader learns that Chilkat Tlingits have lived in this valley for 
thousands of years.   It says that there are “evergreen and cottonwood trees and glaciers.” The 
text also states that there are snow-capped mountains, a “lush green valley,” and the “Chilkat 
River rolls by in a broad, braided pattern.” The text details the plentiful food available in the 
Klukwan that includes Salmon, fish, and deer. It also discusses the trade between the Tlingit and 
their neighbors. 
  
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2 point rubric. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What main idea of “Children of the Midnight Sun: Young Native 
Voices of Alaska” is supported by paragraphs 2 through 5 on page 288? Use 
two details from the article to support your response. 



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.4 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
 
Stem Used:  What is the meaning of the word “X” as it is used in line # of the article?  Use two 
details from the article to support your response.       
 
pp.  280-291 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
 A skiff must be a type of boat.  The article describes Selina and her cousin Jamie on a dock 
looking into the water.  They are waiting to be picked up by Selina’s brother to take them to a 
picnic “across” the water.  Only a boat could take them across the water.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2 point rubric. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the meaning of the word “skiff” as it is used in line 4 

under the title Selina Tolson Haida on page 282? 
   
 



  
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.6, W.6.4 
RI.6.6 No standard description listed   
CCR.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  Why does the author compare how people treat “pets” and “pests” in the 
article? How does the author develop ways that people are helping “pests” throughout the 
article?  Use details from the article to support your response.    
 
pp. 280-291 
 
Use the article titled “Children of the Midnight Sun: Young Native Voices of Alaska” by Tricia 
Brown on pages 280-291 in your student reader to answer the question below. 
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

Selina and Josh are growing up in different Native American tribes in Alaska. They both 
maintain the cultural traditions passed on by tribal elders. The author compares both to show 
how similar the tribes are and how they have managed to preserve their heritage and customs 
in modern times.  
 There are many similarities between Josh and Selinas’ tribes. Selina is a member of the 
Haida Indian tribe. Josh is a member of the Tlingit tribe neighboring the Haidas. Both tribes place 
an importance on art. The Haidas and Tlingits carve totem poles. These totem poles help to tell 
the history of the tribes and assist in storytelling from generation to generation. Both tribes have 
special dances which are important to their culture. In addition, both Josh and Selina’s tribes 
choose to live off the land and sea, gathering berries and catching salmon and game for food. 
 

3. Why does the author compare the customs of Selina and Josh’s tribes in the article?  

How does the author develop ways that the tribes preserve their heritages and customs?  

 

In your response be sure to  

 compare the customs of Selina and Josh’s tribes 

 explain how the tribes preserve their heritages and customs 

 use details from the article to support your response 



  
 

Both Josh and Selina’s tribes choose to preserve their traditional way of life, even though 
they may take advantage of modern conveniences.  Like typical kids, they attend school daily, 
ride bikes, play hide and seek.  They buy candy at grocery stores and think about marrying one 
day.  However, they know the importance of their cultural heritage and practices in their daily 
lives.  In Selina’s Haida tribe, they are divided into different clans, which is determined by the 
clan the mother belongs to. Each has special dances and costumes that represent their culture. 
The children look to tribal elders to pass on stories, language, traditions and guidance in living 
their daily lives. 
 Josh is a member of the Eagle clan of the Tlingit tribe. Based on tradition, he knows that 
he will have to marry a girl from the Raven clan when he is older. While there are different clans 
in the Tlingit tribe, they work together to do things such as building houses and preparing feasts. 
The Tlingits still practice ancient traditions such as drying fish, carving totem poles, and weaving 
robes. Like Selina, Josh is also taught many things by the elders including the meaning of symbols 
on the totem poles, dances, and songs. 
  
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4 point rubric 
 
 
 


